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Latest O’Neill Report on Superbug Resistance Takes up
Antibiotic Research UK’s Antibiotic Resistance Breaker
Concept
5 February 2015:–
The latest Interim Report published this morning by the O’Neill Commission (http://amrreview.org/sites/default/files/Report-52.15.pdf) takes up some of the recommendations made
by the world’s first charity Antibiotic Research UK (ANTRUK) dedicated to developing drugs
against antibiotic resistant infections. The report states we should ‘Make existing drugs go
further: a systematic programme of re-examining existing antibiotics could test whether
changing the dosing or combining them with other agents or other antimicrobials could slow
down the spread of drug resistance and treat ‘resistant infections’ more effectively’. This is
precisely the research programme ANTRUK aims to follow. The charity is seeking to find
Antibiotic Resistance Breakers (ARBs). ARBs might be other drugs already in clinical use
that when given with an antibiotic overcome the resistance. ARBs could also be
nutraceuticals; chemicals in food that provide a health benefit. One of the attractions of the
ARB approach is that the research will be faster and cheaper than trying to develop a new
antibiotic from scratch. Also ARBs will allow us to rescue our existing antibiotics without
having to develop completely new drugs. ANTRUK aims to develop a new antibiotic therapy
by 2020 with further therapies coming on stream in the next decade. Professor Colin Garner,
Chief Executive of ANTRUK said “the latest O’Neill report provides the first solid financial
recommendations on how to tackle the growing problem of antibiotic resistance. Citing ARBs
as one approach is a ringing endorsement of our charity’s approach”. Dr David Brown, one
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of ANTRUK’s Trustees, and a world renowned pharmaceutical drug researcher said “I have
been interacting with the O’Neill Commission over the past few months. It is very pleasing
that some of the ideas we have of tackling antibiotic resistance have been taken up by
O’Neill”. Gram-negative bacteria which cause pneumonia, sepsis, blood infections and
wound infections are the focus of Antibiotic Research UK’s future antibiotic development
programmes. ANTRUK aims to raise funds to finance new scientific programmes with the
aim of developing at least one new antibiotic therapy in the next 5-7 years. The charity’s
scientific and technical panel has identified three projects which it will tackle over the next
three years. The charity aims to raise up to £30 million, through a combination of traditional
fundraising, corporate sponsorship, trusts and foundations as well as newer fundraising
methods such as crowd funding.
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Notes to Editors
About Antibiotic Research UK
Antibiotic Research UK is the world’s first charity to tackle the problem of antibiotic
resistant infection. We aim to develop one new antibiotic therapy by 2020 with further
antibiotics being introduced over the next decade. To reach our goals we need to
raise £30 million over the next 5-7 years. Antibiotic Research UK has the support
of some of the United Kingdom’s leading scientific and clinical experts in antibiotic
resistance, drawn from 14 of the country’s top universities and 12 specialty
pharmaceutical or support companies1.
The problem of antibiotic resistance (superbugs) has been highlighted by the World
Health Organisation, the UK Prime Minister, the President of the USA, the UK Chief
Medical Officer and Jim O’Neill, chair of the Government’s Review of Antimicrobial
Resistance. David Cameron talked about medicine going back to the ‘dark ages’ if
we didn’t tackle this impending health disaster. Antibiotic Research UK is a
registered charity and is uniquely placed to develop new therapies which would be
made available to all affected by antibiotic resistant infections throughout the world.
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Universities involved; Aston, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Kings College London, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle,
Nottingham, Oxford, Southampton, St Georges London, Strathclyde, Warwick, York. Companies involved; Chemical Biology
Ventures, Euprotec, Evotech, Garner Consulting, John Innes Research Centre, Novacta Biosystems, P A Consulting,
Pharmabioquintet, Redex Pharma, Sealife Pharma, Selcia, Transcrip Partners

