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At last, the pace of change in early 2019 is meeting the urgent need to find
alternatives to our current antibiotics.
Our Patient Support scheme supplying support to families and patients living
with antibiotic resistant infections is underway – and what an important piece of
work that is. Read more at https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/new-patientsupport-officer-joins-anruk-to-fight-superbugs/
The DIAMOND programme is also progressing and looking to alleviate traveller’s
tummy, a condition that affects so many UK visitors to foreign climes – see
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/non-antibiotic-therapy-treat-travellersdiarrhoea-diamond-clinical-trial-commence-china-shortly/
Both of these programmes have been made possible by your financial support,
backing which must continue if we are to deliver the outcomes we are looking for.
Also, the Government made a clear commitment to tackling AMR in a new fiveyear AMR strategy revealed by the Health Secretary Matt Hancock. This allowed
us to broadly support but also remind that such promises have been made before
but were not matched by action.
Such budding shoots – aptly seen at the spring time – do give us cause for
optimism. However, the almost daily headlines about the increasing redundancy
of current antibiotics make the case that tackling this potential health
catastrophe must be pushed forward faster and further.
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A WORD FROM
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Enjoy reading our latest newsletter. But also continue to lobby and fundraise to beat
antibiotic resistance, a potential health catastrophe that we must do more to prevent.

Professor Colin Garner
Founder and Chief Executive of Antibiotic Research UK

Your Diamond Contribution
ANTRUK has embarked on two brand new and pivotal pieces of work.

“

And it’s all thanks to your support!

Conceived by Dr David Brown, a former trustee
and chair of our science committee, this research
project will test a non-antibiotic triple therapy for the
treatment of travellers’ diarrhoea. This is a common
occurrence when UK residents visit parts of the world
including India, South East Asia and South America.
Another innovative project for our charity and indeed
for the country, is the start of our new Patient Support
scheme. Led by Arlene Brailey, a pharmacist with many
years of health education experience,the programme
will establish what information and support patients
with antibiotic resistant infections and their families
need. It will also develop a single point of contact for
those people, and devise an annual workshop where
patients can meet with scientific and clinical experts
to exchange ideas and information.

Professor Colin Garner, chief executive of
ANTRUK said:
“Both of these significant schemes have been
developed because of the funding our supporters
have given us. It is now vital that we keep generating
the resource that will enable these projects to grow
and help reduce the impact of antibiotic resistance
on peoples’ lives.”

“

Firstly, the DIAMOND project has now commenced
with our first patients recruited for clinical trials.

To donate to the DIAMOND and Patient
Support programmes, plus all of the life-saving
work ANTRUK does, visit https://cafdonate.
cafonline.org/2680#/DonationDetails

If you are an antibiotic resistant patient or former
patient Arlene would like to hear from you
(patient.support@antibioticresearch.org.uk)

Handy response to Government plan
ANTRUK was once again the focal point of media
attention as we responded to a new plan on AMR
launched by Minister Matt Hancock.
The scheme aims to reduce human antibiotic usage by
15% over the next five years. But while ANTRUK was
broadly supportive, the call was for “action not words”.
Interviews included pieces with Channel 5 News,
Good Morning Britain and ITN Lunchtime News live.

“Thankfully, media interest in antibiotic resistance
is not abating...and that is extremely helpful in
persuading decision-makers, the pharmaceutical
industry, potential donors and the public to do more.”

“

“

Peter Gibson, Media Lead for ANTRUK said

Peter also recorded an interview with BBC Breakfast
News (pictured) following new research by the
University of Birmingham into the antibacterial
properties of honey.
If you have a story you would like to share through
social or traditional media, please contact Peter on
peter.gibson@antibioticresearch.org.uk

A Wold of fundraising activity
Whether hiking, strolling, running or cycling, you can
help the fight against the superbugs move on.
A plethora of fundraising events has been organised by
ANTRUK - with a picturesque walk in May on the way.
Loved by artist David Hockney, ANTRUK is inviting you
to hike 23 miles or stroll 7.5 miles around the Wolds
Way in Yorkshire in a bid to beat the superbugs.
To get involved, visit https://bit.ly/2NKKIh0
If the Wolds Way going is too tough, then you can get
going to a Billy Ocean concert on May 24th and help
us with a bucket collection for ANTRUK at Pontefract
Race Course.
For a full list of ANTRUK events in 2019, go to
www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/2018-events-calendar/

Campaign creation from our
Education Committee
A call to spring clean your medicine cabinet and a
drive to recruit student volunteers were just two of
the campaign ideas approved by ANTRUK’s Education
Committee.
Left-over medicines cost the NHS £300 million per year
and when those treatments are antibiotics, people are
tempted to take them again (sometimes months later)
or even share them with friends and family.
As was witnessed by the last Great British Tea Party,
science students have a vested interest in volunteering
for ANTRUK and will be a top target audience this year.
Generally, young people need to step-up – as antibiotic
resistance will affect them most!
Public education initiatives, fundraising for our new
patient support initiative and the drawing up of a fiveyear strategic plan to meet the requirements of our
trustees were on the agenda at the last Education
Committee meeting.

To learn more about their work, please visit
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/whowe-are/education-committee/
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Welcome the capital fundraisers
Jayne Cromwell and Claire Nethersole are ANTRUK’s
new regional fundraisers for London and the South East.
The duo will raise income plus recruit, support and
grow a strong network of fundraising volunteers,
who can represent ANTRUK across the region. They
will also act as the first point of contact for ANTRUK
supporters within the region, providing focus for
fundraising and other activities for our charity.
All new ANTRUK staff go through an induction process
and Claire and Jayne learned all about what antibiotic
resistance is, how our media and communications
work, our governance procedures and of course, the ins
and outs of a fundraising function that has raised over
£1 million for the charity during its five-year history.

DIARY
DATE

Pictured left to right are Claire Nethersole,
Professor Colin Garner and Jayne Cromwell.

ANTRUK Annual Lecture 2019
Thursday 24 October
Royal College of Pathologists , 6 Alie Street, London E1 8QT

Our annual lecture and annual general meeting will be
held on the afternoon of Thursday 24 October at the Royal
College of Pathologists , 6 Alie Street, London E1 8QT.
And although that may seem some
way off, there are already plans to
hear from our Small Grant awardees
and an opportunity to learn all about
our new patient support work. Plus,
the main lecturer will by Professor
Timothy Walsh of Cardiff University.

Professor Walsh has been studying antibiotic resistant
(AMR) mechanisms for over 20 years and now leads an
active international research group consisting of over
140 people in over 12 different low-middle income
countries studying the impact of AMR.
Although tickets to the lecture are free, you will need
to ensure you get a seat by contacting joy.richardson@
antibioticresearch.org.uk
View a short film on last year’s event on YouTube.

Learn more about ANTRUK and how you can donate and get involved by visiting our website:
www.antibioticresearch.org.uk
Follow us
twitter-square Twitter @1Antruk
facebook-square Facebook @AntibioticResearchUK
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