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Season’s greetings from the Chief Executive
Our final newsletter of the year comes shortly after the news that we may soon
have access to a vaccine for COVID-19. While nothing is guaranteed, this could be
a game changer!
The rapid finding of a potential vaccine shows just how important scientists are in
making life-changing discoveries. Our charity has long called for a substantial UK
AMR Research Fund to be created supporting basic pre-competitive research so
that new treatment approaches can be developed. My hope for 2021 is that we can
progress this idea.
The pandemic halted many of our research and fundraising activities, but - as time
goes on - laboratories that we help to support are reopening, while our fundraising
has had to become much more web based.
Young scientists are the future - sadly many researchers are lost to the field owing to
lack of funding. Please consider making a donation that could have a real impact on the
future of antibiotic-resistance research.

Our Christmas Giving Grotto
Please do visit the Christmas Grotto section of this newsletter to see the many ways
that you could support us in our fight against resistant infections this winter. It
comes as no surprise that we are facing a dramatic decrease in our income thanks to
COVID-19, but there are some fantastic matched funding initiatives available to help
you get the most charity bang for your donated bucks.
For example, small business owners have the opportunity to see their donations
QUADRUPLED during the Big Give from 1-8 December, and there are lots of ways
you can earn money for our charity just by doing your Christmas shopping online in
the usual places.
I hope you managed to tune in and hear our fantastic Radio 4 appeal, presented
by Dr Adam Rutherford. There’s nothing quite like hearing the heartfelt stories and
experiences behind our fight against antibiotic resistance.

Looking forward to 2021

“

Antibiotic

From everyone here at Antibiotic Research UK, we sincerely hope that the festive
period brings you and your families comfort, joy and a little touch of happiness
in these challenging times. Take care of yourselves, and we’ll see you next year to
continue our fight against antibiotic-resistant bacterial infections!

Professor Colin Garner
Founder and Chief Executive of Antibiotic Research UK (ANTRUK)

Tis the season to be jolly
… but not for the reason you might think. We are
coming to the end of peak urinary tract infection
season! Take a look at the news section of our website
for a spotlight on UTI research, including a potential
new combination treatment and ways to reduce the
overuse of antibiotics for this common condition.

While some studies have shown that August is the
month with the highest incidence of UTIs, the 5,000
visitors to our UTI information web pages in the past
three months alone suggests that plenty of people
are still suffering. This painful condition affects many
men and women and can be caused by antibioticresistant bacteria - if you or someone you know has
been affected, you can contact our Patient Support
team for information and a friendly chat.

Christmas Giving Grotto
Oh yes, it’s a strange old year, unlike any other we have seen - but one thing remains inevitable… the Festive
Season is on its way! And it presents a whole host of opportunities to generate donations without even trying.

Support us for free while you
shop online

Double your donations with
The Big Give! 1-8 December

“Don’t send me a card”

Over 4,000 of your favourite online
retailers are waiting for you to sign
up at EasyFundraising.com. All
you have to do is select Antibiotic
Research UK as your charity... and
shop! We’ll receive a donation
on your behalf! Or, if you’re only
shopping on Amazon you can simply
sign in to smile.amazon.co.uk and
select us, and Amazon will donate
a percentage of the value of every
eligible purchase at no cost to you.

That’s right, any money you
donate through The Big Give
platform will be doubled. This is
a great time to pay in the money
you’ve raised from a Great British
Tea Party! Visit thebiggive.org.uk
to find out more.

Save the environment, save the
postman and save modern medicine
in one go! Send charming eCards via
DontSendMeACard.com instead
of real cards and donate the money
you save instead.

es by
Help save liv
ial research.
c
u
r
c
g
in
d
n
fu
ate online
Click to don

Become a
#SmallBusinessStar
QUADRUPLE
and QUADRUPLE
QUADRUPLE
QUADRUPLE
your donations
Three simple steps to create four times the funds!

1

Go to workforgood.co.uk to sign up (for free) as
a business through Work For Good, referencing
Antibiotic Research UK.

2

Pledge a proportion of your sales or a one-off donation
to us (and share your fundraiser with your clients and
customers).

3

Once the donation is paid through your Work For Good
account, they will double this and pay it via the Big Give page so you’ll see your donation double and then double again.

Patient Support Update
Our fantastic Patient Support programme is on the shortlist
for a prestigious Antibiotic Guardian 2020 Shared Learning
Award. The winner is announced on 26th November, so keep
an eye out to see if we can beat the competition.

National Lottery Community Fund - what a difference!
In October our Patient Support Service, funded by the National
Lottery Community Fund in England and Scotland, saw a huge
growth in the number of people supported. Over the course of
the month 44 people received one-to-one advice and support
over the phone, Zoom or email. We trialled peer-support Zoom
calls for small groups of people living with resistant infections
and the number of people visiting our Patient Support
resources on the website rose to almost 3,000.

That’s all

You’re now a #SmallBusinessStar!

“Thank you SO much
for the support and
confidence you gave me.”

“I really appreciate all
the information you’ve
sent...we were truly
grateful to get some advice
and support from you.”

Nature of enquiries
Jan 2019 - Sep 2020

“Thank you for the info
you sent me...it meant
I was prepared and got
a lot of benefit from my
[urology] appointment.”

“You truly do listen and
take the time to really help
as much as you can.”

Resistant UTIs - 48%

General - 26%

“I really appreciated the opportunity to participate in the group
call - it certainly helps to be amongst those who are going
through similar and who understand.”
These sessions provide much-needed mutual support with
others who truly understand what it’s like to have a chronic
infection. If this sounds like something you wish to be involved
with, or you’d like to connect with people online, search for
Respiratory - 4%
our private ‘Chronic Infection Support Group’ on Facebook.

Skin - 6%
COVID-19 - 13%
Sepsis - 3%

We were delighted to have Dr Adam Rutherford
take to the BBC Radio 4 airwaves for our appeal
on 1 November. Adam talked candidly about his
experiences with COVID-19 and bacterial pneumonia
earlier this year. He shared how he was left fighting
for his breath while waiting for an ambulance to
arrive. While he has made a partial recovery - he is
still suffering with ‘long COVID’ - he knows that other
people aren’t as fortunate. He’s telling his story in
support of our work.

“

Dr Adam Rutherford

It was a scary time as the first batch of antibiotics didn’t have any impact and I was
struggling to breathe. As my condition worsened, an ambulance was called. Fortunately, the
second batch of antibiotics kicked in and I eventually recovered. Like most of you, I wouldn’t
be alive today if the antibiotics hadn’t worked.
Dr Adam Rutherford, BBC Radio 4 Appeal

Antibiotic
RESEARCH UK

Visit our website to find out more about our
‘Change the course’ campaign in partnership with
Pfizer for World Antimicrobial Awareness Week.
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We have been blown away by the response to the
appeal (which you can listen to on the BBC Radio 4
website) and can’t wait to see what the grand total of
fundraising is when the final figure comes in. Thank
you to everyone who tuned in and supported us - we
will share a total on social media soon!

Annual Lecture - thanks for attending
We were thrilled to have Professor Alison Holmes as our
keynote speaker at this year’s event. Her talk highlighted the
importance of providing funding and security to early-career
researchers who are interested in fighting antibiotic resistance.
If you’d like to see some highlights from the event, keep an
eye on our YouTube channel. And on the topic of supporting
talented scientists… our Small Grants programme needs your
help.

Funding the future of research
We were blown away by the last round of applications
to our small grants programme, and only wish we
could have funded even more of the fantastic projects
we assessed. These smaller projects allow us to
explore a wide range of topics and support scientists
from a wide range of disciplines. Now, COVID-19 has
halted lab-based research.
Please make a donation, hold a Great British Tea Party
or choose one of the ideas from our Christmas Giving
Grotto (above) to help us kickstart this programme
again (when we’re allowed!). With your help, we
can attract and keep the brightest scientists on the
frontline in the fight against antibiotic resistance!
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We were thrilled with our inaugural online Science Quiz, for which we were
very grateful to receive sponsorship from Shionogi and by Merck Sharp
and Dohme. Featuring some big names in science as quiz masters, including
Professor Monica Grady, Professor Jim Al-Khalili and our very own
Dr Tina Joshi (from our Science Committee), 13 teams of up to six university
students fought it out through five rounds, with solo entrant, Yasmin
Tyrrell, of the University of Manchester, crowned the winner. Thank you to
everyone who took part!
While quizzes are a lot of fun, there was also a more serious side. This is
the first of a series of outreach initiatives by Antibiotic Research UK to
encourage the launch of AMR Societies at Universities across the UK.
By highlighting the importance of our work to tomorrow’s professionals
and academics, we can ensure that antibiotic-resistant
infections reach the top of the agenda - and stay there.

?

?

In case you missed it the latest news on our website
Research shows how quickly we can reduce antibioticresistant infections by limiting the prescription of
antibiotics.
We have shared our advice on how to write to your MP
about antibiotic resistance.
Visit ASK ANTRUK to find out the answers to your
questions, such as how stem cell transplants can affect
your immune system, what it means to be colonised
with MRSA and whether drying your clothes in an
unventilated room poses a risk to your health.

Please nominate Antibiotic Research UK for Ecclesiastical’s
Movement for Good 12 days of Giving

Nominate us to receive £1,000 at
movementforgood.com/12days

