
Welcome to our latest newsletter! 
We are delighted to have a timeline as to how the UK will begin to ease COVID 
restrictions; some good news, at last! While it’s still a long way off, the end of this trying 
time is in sight. To celebrate, here’s a newsletter packed full of even more great news!

Thank you, as ever, for your support and interest in our work.

Professor Colin Garner 
Founder and Chief Executive of Antibiotic Research UK (ANTRUK)

Bonus feel-good factor

If you would like to get a warm, fuzzy glow every time you open one of our newsletters, 
why not set up a regular donation? Then, as you browse our award-winning 
achievements and fantastic science research news, you’ll know that it’s all down to you.

Award-winning Patient 
Support - we answer the 
question on everyone’s lips:

“Can you have a COVID-19 vaccine if you 

are taking antibiotics?”

The short answer - yes, as long as you don’t 
have a bad fever or ‘febrile’ illness. Febrile 
illness includes the rapid onset of headaches, 
chills or muscle and joint pains. 

When we heard reports of people being 
turned away by vaccinators just because 
they are on antibiotics, we reached out to 
the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare Products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA), who confirmed 
that it is perfectly safe. The 60,000+ people 
who have checked our webpage about this are 
sure to be relieved!  

Get the full story on our website.

And yes, you read that correctly - we are now 
an ‘Award-winning’ Patient Support Service! 
We are very proud of our patient-support 
stars Arlene and Jodie (who is currently taking 
time to focus on her frontline role with the 
NHS - what a star) for winning the BioNow 
AMR Award. Thank you for your donations; 
that’s what makes this work possible. 
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Like what you see? Please help us to save modern medicine
DONATE NOW  �

“I was thankful to hear from you 
and receive all sorts of helpful 
information about the vaccine 

that you kindly forwarded to me; 
you get a 10 in my book.”

“Thank you for your 
complete answer to my 

question. I feel relief 
after reading your reply. 

Deeply appreciative.”

“Thank you for the very helpful 
email and the information 
and advice provided. That 

certainly gave me the 
reassurance I needed.”

Your voice
Is it any wonder that we won an award, when this is just a small sample 
of the lovely feedback we have received from people we have helped?

Antibiotic resistant infections can affect anyone, regardless 
of age, gender, race, class or anything else. So it’s important to 
us that we help people who have been affected to share their 
experiences. Keep an eye on our website for new stories over 
the coming months.

https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/support-us/donate/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/it-is-safe-to-have-the-covid-19-vaccine-while-taking-antibiotics/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/antibiotic-research-uk-wins-bionow-amr-award-2021/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/antibiotic-research-uk-wins-bionow-amr-award-2021/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/support-us/donate/


 
 

Mr Simon Dukes

What a great start to the year - in January,  
we welcomed Mr Dukes as Chair Designate of 
our Board of Trustees. His role as CEO of the 

Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee 
and decades of experience in the public sector will 

be invaluable as we tackle the challenges ahead.

 
 

Dr Lloyd Payne

We’re also delighted to be able to share with 
you that Dr Payne has joined us as the Chair of 

our Science Committee. He has an extensive 
background in drug discovery and anti-infectives, 

and more than 25 years’ industry experience.

Small Grants, big impact!
As the COVID lockdown eases, lab-work is slowly recommencing in the university 
labs we have awarded research grants to, but we have an exciting update on our 
2018 Small Research grants. We funded six research projects from UK Universities 
who were investigating everything from antibiotic use in pets and dairy cows 
through to the impact of parents’ attitudes to antibiotic treatment. 

Visit our website to find out more about the wealth of new knowledge this has 
generated. As well as improving our understanding of antibiotic resistance, the 
researchers produced six research manuscripts, twelve conference presentations, 
two PhD theses and two written reports, helping us spread the word far and wide. 

We will be launching our 2021 Small Research Grants/Career Development 
Awards call in April 2021 for proposals to support more university scientists 
and clinicians to undertake groundbreaking research. The charity will be funding 
grants up to a total of £200,000 following Trustee agreement in February 2021. 
Details of the grant call will be published shortly on the charity’s website. The rapid 
development and roll-out of COVID vaccines has highlighted the importance of the 
life-saving contributions that scientists make to our health. Our grants programme 
is helping young scientists to tackle what might be the world’s next pandemic!

Our research is the type of work that could create the next breakthrough in the fight 
against antibiotic-resistant infections, and it’s all possible because of your generosity.

Welcome, welcome!

Live Scientists
We were delighted to sponsor a fascinating LIVE with Scientists 
event featuring two PhD students, Jess and Rosie. Approximately 
150 secondary school-age children tuned in from across the UK and 
overseas to hear them talk about their research. The talks were very 
technical, but clearly understood and a great insight into the world of 
microbiology. The questions from the audience highlighted how much 
they enjoyed and engaged with the topic, too. Find out more about this 
fantastic webinar on our website, including how to watch it again.

Thank you!

https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/antibiotic-research-uk-announces-the-appointment-of-mr-simon-dukes-as-chair-designate-of-the-board-of-trustees/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/dr-lloyd-payne-joins-antibiotic-research-uk-as-chair-of-science-committee/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/antibiotic-research-uks-2018-small-research-grants-bear-fruit/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/live-with-scientists-inspires-students-with-science
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/live-with-scientists-inspires-students-with-science


A little something for our running enthusiasts!
We have the news you have been waiting to hear: running events are back on track! We’ve got the Vitality Big 

Half and the Virgin Money London Marathon, as well as the Virtual London Marathon and the option to take on a 
unique challenge of your own. Find all the details on our website.

Bio Baddies
We were thrilled to see 
the collection of biological 
baddies designed by children 
as part of our British Science 
Week competition.

Fantastic Fundraising!

We have been absolutely blown away by your fundraising 
efforts, particularly during such a tough year. The Radio 4 appeal 
raised a staggering £57,000 and our Big Give event raised 
£20,000. We can’t express how grateful we are to everyone who 
has raised even a penny for us.

Thank you!

Have you ever considered how a simple action you 
take today could protect your loved ones’ futures?
Because it can; by leaving a gift in your Will for Antibiotic Research UK, you can 
protect all those who come after you.

As you know, antibiotic resistance is a huge threat to global health. Over 700,000 
people die from antibiotic-resistant infections every year. This number will 
continue to grow. But you can make the difference between life and death to 
millions of people who are yet to be born by taking just one action today.

If you would like to speak to someone about leaving a gift in your Will,  
please do not hesitate to contact our Legacy fundraiser, Kate Fordham

�  kate.fordham@antibioticresearch.org.uk            �  07914 324 181

In case you missed it…

Visit our website to read more about: how mRNA vaccines could be used to protect us from bacterial infections; 
antibiotic-resistant respiratory infections; how international travel could be spreading antibiotic-resistant infections. 
You can also read fascinating interviews with with our Chief Executive Professor Colin Garner about antibiotic 
resistance and our work as a charity by Scientia, and with our very own Arlene Brailey about COVID-19 and the fight 
against antibiotic resistance by Health Europa. And finally, take a look at our Facebook gallery of Bio Baddies, designed 
by children and adults for our British Science Week art competition.

https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/support-us/sporting-event-fundraising/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=AntibioticResearchUK&set=a.2023188164488308
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=AntibioticResearchUK&set=a.2023188164488308
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/support-us/legacies/
mailto:kate.fordham%40antibioticresearch.org.uk?subject=
tel:07914324181
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/could-mrna-vaccines-protect-us-from-antibiotic-resistant-infections/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/find-support/respiratory-tract-infections/
https://www.antibioticresearch.org.uk/international-travellers-spread-dangerous-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria-with-ease-study-finds/
https://www.scientia.global/antibiotic-research-uk/
https://www.scientia.global/antibiotic-research-uk/
https://www.healtheuropa.eu/covid-19-and-the-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance/105912/
https://www.healtheuropa.eu/covid-19-and-the-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance/105912/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=AntibioticResearchUK&set=a.2023188164488308



